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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will
be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of
the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

Isaiah 9:6-7
]

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Greetings Chaplains,

Adventist Chaplaincy Ministries would like to wish you and all those close
to you a joyous holiday season. May the words of the angelic choir heard
echoing over the mountains over 2,000 years ago announcing the birth of
Jesus in 7 Luke 2:14 NKJV, bring peace, hope and wholeness to your life:
“Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward

men.” The angels' words indicate that those who believe in Jesus can
experience a peace that surpasses all understanding, a gift that wealth
cannot purchase, or philosophy articulate. These words predict an exciting
future for all humanity whose faith is in Jesus, even amid life’s challenges.

The Prophet Isaiah prophesied approximately 700 years before Jesus was
born that He would be the Prince of Peace “For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. Thank you for your
dedicated work in providing spiritual care and moral support to others!
May the new year provide a glimpse into the bright future that Jesus has
prepared for each one of us as we look forward to His second coming
when He shall reign as King of kings and Lord of lords! Whatever is
beautiful, whatever is meaningful, whatever brings happiness, may it be
yours this holiday season and throughout the coming year.

Washington Johnson IT




ANNOUNCEMENTS

You are invited to send and share with us any job opportunities and
special highlights in your ministry

ACM is supporting our Division’s
initiative, Pentecost 2025 and invit-
ing those who are interested to join
us.

Please contact our office for more
information.

Adventist ACPE CEs and CECs Zoom Gatherings hosted by our department:
Dates: January 27 and April 28, 2025 (Mondays)

Time: 12-1pm PST/1-2pm MT/ 2-3pm CST/3-4pm EST

The Pastoral Evangelism Leadership Council (PELC) is December 7-10, 2024.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

The General Conference 4th Adventist Chaplains World Congress will be held in
St. Louis, MO June 29-July 2, 2025. If you are planning to attend, we have
included the registration link: https://www.adventistchaplains.org/4th-adventist-
chaplains-world-congress/

Featuring Our Chaplains’ Publications

Victories from the Battlefield:

A Chaplain's Testimony
57 %mzs n @emfsm
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Available at:
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and everywhere hooks are sold

Why Holiness by Dr. Larry Black is a timely and thought-
provoking call to the Christian community to rediscover and
embrace the powerful concept of holy living. In a world where
values are constantly shifting, this book invites believers to
return to the biblical foundation of holiness and experience the
benefits, blessings, and spiritual renewal that come from
aligning one’s life with God’s standards.

https://a.co/d/cnDomHr

ro NJEVAl Dr- Dixil Lisbeth Rodriguez has collected stories of her
learning, Interactions with others, and of her observations
within the scope of academia and chaplaincy. She was driven
to do so by a desire to find lessons from Scripture in

I everyday life.

In this book, she leads readers on a reflective journey of faith,
sharing moments where she’s been inspired and engaged by
the divine. While such encounters are often brief, they can

S bring significant meaning to life, engaging questions the
reader may be challenged and familiar with.

https://a.https://a.co/d/5itGPnC
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ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Dear friends and colleagues:
Praying you and yours are blessed by God’s unfailing love and grace.

As we enter the busy holiday season, may we continue to bring love, healing, peace, and
strength to our communities as well as being a light to whoever God brings to our corner. May
you find time to reflect on God’s goodness and partner with God on the plans and goals for
next year.

I will in the following areas, please contact me if you would like to meet up:
January 16 Riverside, CA
February 23-25 Dallas, San Antonio, TX

March 21 Northern California
April 15-16 Southern California, Arizona
April 25-27 Kansas City, KS

We have a chaplain in our region desiring to mentor and/or volunteer. If you are willing to give
back to our colleagues with your expertise, feel free to let me know.

Chaplain Martin Gwasira, is willing to mentor BCCI applicants. Please reach out to directly:
His email address is: martin.X.Gwasira@kp.org

Chaplain Angela Li, Healthcare & Campus - Mid-America, Southwestern, and West Regions
Cell: 301-617-2897 / angelali@nadadventist.org

Greetings Chaplains,

As we close this year and reflect on the many challenges and blessings we have encoun-
tered, | want to recognize the extraordinary work each of you has done. Your commitment to
serve with compassion, resilience, and humility has made a powerful impact in the lives of
those you minister to. Whether walking alongside someone in moments of sorrow, offering
guidance during times of uncertainty, or bringing words of hope and peace, your presence
has been a profound reminder of God’s love.

This year, you have faced unique trials with unwavering dedication, even when the journey
was tough. Through every season, you have shown remarkable strength and kindness, allow-
ing others to find solace and comfort. Your work often requires selflessness and sacrifice, yet
you continue to give your best, driven by a deep sense of purpose and calling. Remember,
you are not alone on this path; you are upheld by a community of fellow chaplains who share
your commitment and a God who strengthens you daily.

As we look forward to a new year, | pray you find renewed energy and inspiration for the jour-
ney ahead. Take time to care for yourselves, embrace moments of rest, and stay connected
with those who support you. May God’s peace, wisdom, and joy fill your hearts and sustain
you in all you do.

With heartfelt appreciation and prayers for a blessed New Year,

CH Gilda

Chaplain Gilda Roddy, Healthcare & Campus - Southern, Lake, Columbia and Atlantic Regions
Cell: 240-904-8038 / gildaroddy@nadadventist.org

Happy Holiday Season!

As the year draws to a close, it's amazing to reflect on how quickly time has flown. For many
of us, this year has been a season of transitions and changes, reminding us of the steady
rhythm of life and God'’s faithful presence through it all.

| had the privilege of visiting some of you this year and am looking forward to more opportuni-
ties in the coming year. My prayer for you during this holiday season is that you take time to
slow down, reflect on God’s presence in your life, and find His peace strengthening you as you
move through the holidays and into the new year.

Looking ahead, | am excited to witness the many ways God is blessing you, your family, and
your ministry. Next year, we’ll continue our journey together, sharing your stories—both in
your ministry context as chaplains and in your support of local churches. I'm thrilled to intro-
duce new initiatives like our Fireside Chats via Zoom, which will include discipline-specific
discussions. For those in the military, we’ll have sessions tailored to rank, active duty, and
reserve roles. If you'd like to be part of the core group shaping these topics, please reach out!

| also hope to visit as time and resources allow, so we can continue building meaningful con-
nections.

Itis truly a joy to journey alongside you and support you in your ministry. Wishing you a sea-
son filled with peace, joy, and God’s abundant blessings.

Blessings, Chaps Mike

Chaplain Michael Monroig, Armed Forces, Law Enforcement, Corrections & Community
Cell: 240-972-4995 / michaelmonroig@nadadventist.org



From our ACM Team

Congratulations to Chaplain Ron Pickell. He has received the
NAD ACM's Lifetime Achievement Award during the Northern
California ACFs' Faith in Public Meeting in November. Picture
was taken with the ACF student leaders.




Special Feature

Purpose

Outside the system? Maybe. But building for God.

Dr. Ty-Ron Douglas is an endorsed campus chaplain with a specialization in sports chaplaincy.
We are excited he will be ordained on December 7 during PELC. Dr. Ty currently serves as the
University of California, Berkeley’s inaugural associate athletic director for diversity, equity,
inclusion, belonging, and justice (DEIBJ). This article is an interview of him as he shares some
of his story with us. To read Chaplain Ty’s full article in Adventist Review, please
click:Purpose - Adventist Review - Adventist Review

Adventism and competitive athletics have always had a contentious relationship. Dr. Ty as-
serts there is a place for the athletic talent that exists within this faith movement, and that the
presence of believers in these spaces can lead to positive change. “Some people wonder: ‘How
do you do that as a Christian?’ My response is ‘How do you not do that as a Christian?’ It’s so
easy for me because I see the intersections. It’s amazing to be able to live authentically and to
love all people. That’s where I’'m at in my journey; so when you ask what it is I do, I respond,
‘I love people. I build systems of healing. I get proximate to what matters to people. Sport mat-
ters to people. I help to influence policy, procedures, sensitivities, and understanding. I get to
teach and pursue justice. And I get to do all that as a denominationally-endorsed chaplain and
scholar administrator serving in Division 1 and professional athletic spaces that have been his-
torically underserved missionally by the Adventist community.”

Ty was born on a Sabbath to a mother determined to bring her baby into a world where she
would love and raise him to be something wonderful. The circumstances surrounding his birth
to a young single mother led to her being estranged from her local Adventist church. Ty-Ron’s
baby dedication did not occur during the divine worship service. Church leaders chose to do
that after the service so members of the congregation could choose to leave. Ty’s mother could-
n’t continue her education at Oakwood University. Naturally, she soon withdrew from that Ad-
ventist community.

During Ty’s adolescent years, even as Adventism wasn’t pressed upon him, he chose to attend
church with extended family. In school Ty showed great talent not only in academics but athlet-
ics. Cricket—a game regarded with great passion among Bermudians—was one in which he
excelled. “At that age I was one of the best cricketers in my age group. I remember thinking at
a young age—even though Adventism wasn’t forced on me and I attended church by choice—
that I wanted to be so good in cricket that I would be chosen to play Cup Match in Bermuda
and not have to compromise the Sabbath.” That match—a national event—extended over a two
-day period, which included tryout matches on Sabbath.

An injury negatively impacted the trajectory of his progress in cricket, which led to frustration.
Ty played soccer as well, but it wasn’t what he wanted it to be. “I played a high level of soccer
in Bermuda, but even in that space I never really thrived. I played for the top team on the is-
land. We won a championship, but my playing time wasn’t the best. I never scored a goal in a
game for that team. I scored for some other teams, but I never scored for the top team, and I
prayed for a goal! Who does that? [ was annoyed at God.” Ty’s love of sport began to wane.

After a stint at community college, Ty transitioned to Oakwood University and enjoyed campus
life and involvement, singing in the acclaimed choir Dynamic Praise, and getting back into
team sports. He even coached the women’s soccer team and was instrumental in creating a
tournament league. “I had this passion for sport as a young person, so I just did what I could in
college to use whatever gifts I had and connect people.”

Following Oakwood, Ty earned a master’s degree and returned to Bermuda to teach. He soon
applied to doctoral programs, and was accepted into two in North Carolina, one at UNC
Greensboro (UNCG) and the other at UNC at Chapel Hill. Naturally, Chapel Hill was quite a
draw for Ty, but God led him to UNCG to earn a PhD and then to the University of Missouri as
a professor.

The murder of George Floyd in 2020 served as the impetus for academic institutions nation-
wide to make serious changes in their approach to caring for their students of color. UC Berke-
ley’s creation of a new role for DEIBJ in athletics was one such major change on campus. How
did Douglas find his way to California’s Bay Area in the middle of all he was accomplishing at
the University of Missouri?

“Most people are either academics or practitioners. I’m a border crosser; so, I’m an academic,
I’m a scholar, I'm an author, but I'm also a practitioner, and Berkeley is the space for all that,”
says Dr. Ty.

The acronym DEIBJ is the crux of the difference Dr. Ty is making in Berkeley’s athletics as
well as throughout the entire campus. “I tell my student athletes: ‘You have all the rights and
privileges whether you hit the home run or not, whether you hit the game-winning shot or not,
whether you run your best time or not—you belong, and you are valued.’ I believe that this
work—the diversity and inclusion work—is the work of Christianity.”

Click here for Ty’s video link:

PAC Leaders Dr. Ty Douglas

443-391-7249 nadchaplains.org ACM@nadadventist.org
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